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SUBJECT: SOMALI OFFICIALS' REACTION TO COLUMNIST JOSEPH 
KRAFT 

1 . AMBASSADOR ADDOU HAS INFORMED COUNTRY DESK THAT HE HAS 
RECEIVED A COMPLAINT FROM MINISTER OF INFORMATION ABDISALAM 
SHEIKH HUSSEIN CONCERNING COLUMNIST JOSEPH KRAFT, WHO 
RECENTLY VISITED MOGADISCIO. AMBASSADOR ADDOU EXPLAINED 
THAT HE HAD PERSONALLY URGED THAT THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT 
PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO KRAFT'S NEEDS WHILE IN MOGADISCIO 
AND, AS A RESULT. MINISTER ABDISALAM HAD ARRANGED A DINNER 
FOR MR. KRAFT TO WHICH HIGH SOMALI OFFICIALS HAD BEEN 
INVITED. HOWEVER, MR. KRAFT REPORTEDLY REFUSED TO ATTEND, 
SAYING HE WOULD NOT COME UNLESS HE COULD FIRST SEE PRESI- 
DENT SIAD. ADDOU MADE THE POINT THAT MINISTER ABDISALAM 
WAS THE LOGICAL APPROACH TO PRESIDENT SIAD AND, IN ADDITION 
TO AN ACT OF DISCOURTESY TO ONE OF MINISTERIAL RANK, KRAFT 
HAD NOT IMPROVED HIS CHANCES OF A PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT 
BY SUCH A RESPONSE. 
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2. ADDOU INFORMS US HE IS SENDING AMBASSADOR LOUGHRAN A 
COMMERCIAL CABLE ON THIS SUBJECT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
EMBASSY SMOOTHING ANY FEATHERS THAT MAY HAVE BEEN RUFFLED 
DURING MR. KRAFT'S VISIT. CHRISTOPHER 
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